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ItoiXEE  ON  National  Legislation 
StmBXt  N.E.  Washington  2,  D.  C. 


I\  BRIEF  •  Government  offieials  are  working  hard 
to  prepare  for  the  18  nation  Disarmament  Conferenee 
opening  in  Geneva  March  14.  •  More  than  4000 

students  from  40  states  marched  for  a  Turn  Toward 
Peace  in  Washington  February  16  and  17  in  what 
police  called  the  largest  demonstration  in  a  decade. 
•  The  Federation  of  American  Scientists  has  issued 
statements  opposing  resumption  of  atmospheric  tests 
and  questioning  the  Administration’s  civil  defense  pro¬ 
gram.  •  A  Hong  Kong  news  report  indicates  the 


Chinese  Communist  Government  is  ready  to  buy  U.  S. 
surplus  food.  •  The  Senate  approved  .John  A.  Mc¬ 
Cone,  test  ban  opponent  and  former  AEC  Chairman, 
as  Director  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  71-12 
on  January  31.  •  The  President  said  January  31  he 

was  “astonished”  to  find  the  nation’s  $7.7  billion  stock¬ 
pile  of  strategic  materials  exceeded  requirements  by 
$3.4  billion  and  was  “a  potential  source  of  excessive 
and  unconscionable  profits.”  Congressional  investiga¬ 
tions  are  under  way. 


PUBLIC  WITNESSES  SUPPORT  UN  BOND  ISSUE 


$339  billion;  the  Korean  War,  more  than  $18  billion.” 
Ask  FCNL  for  a  copy. 

Raymond  Wilson  also  expressed  support  for  S.  2818 
and  H.R.  10097.  These  bills  would  authorize  the 
Treasury  to  sell  small  denominational  Peace  Bonds 
to  the  general  public.  Proceeds  would  be  used  to  help 
cover  the  cost  of  governmental  purchases  of  UN  bonds. 
Sponsors  are  Rep.  Kowalski,  Conn,  and  Senators  Clark, 
Pa.;  Humphrey,  Minn.;  Young,  Ohio;  Williams,  N.J.; 
Neuberger,  Ore.;  Douglas,  Ill.;  Long,  Hawaii;  Smith, 
Mass.;  and  Hart,  Mich. 

^  UN  bond  bills  are  pending  before  House  and  Sen¬ 
ate  Foreign  Relations  Committees.  Some  Congress¬ 
men  believe  the  United  States  should  not  purchase  the 
full  $100  million  of  bonds.  Letters  to  your  own  Con¬ 
gressman  are  urgently  needed  now. 


In  mid-February,  six  governmental  and  14  non-govern- 
mcntal  witnesses  urged  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  to  support  the  President’s  request  for  au¬ 
thority  to  purchase  $100  million  of  a  $200  million  UN 
bond  issue.  The  UN  needs  the  money  to  carry  on 
activities  in  the  Congo  and  Middle  East. 

Supporting  organizations  included  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  Methodist  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns,  Unitarian  Fellowship  for  Social  Justice, 
American  Jewish  Committee,  American  Association  of 
University  Women,  American  Veterans  Committee,  Na¬ 
tional  Farmers  Union,  United  World  Federalists,  and 
SANE.  One  opposition  witness  testified. 

i.ontinuation  of  L’lS  I'iial.  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk 
told  the  Committee  that  the  United  Nations  reflects 
the  “divisions  of  the  contemporary  world.  But  it  also 
reflects  the  even  deeper  trends  toward  international 
community  and  the  still  deeper  aspirations  of  peoples 
for  peace,  justice  and  a  more  decent  condition  for  man 
.  our  ultimate  hopes  would  lack  all  substance  with¬ 
out  the  United  Nations  .  .  .” 

I  A  /ff»//>s  Motions  Adjust  to  Chnnfie.  Ambassador  Adlai 
E.  Stevenson  pointed  out  that  the  UN  has  eased  the 
birth  pains  of  many  nations  and  helps  harmonize  the 
actions  of  all.  “It  teaches  tolerance.  It  teaches  free 
and  frank  exchange  ...  It  teaches  accommodation  .  .  .” 

LV  liest  Hoftp  for  Peace.  E.  Raymond  Wilson  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  called 
upon  Congress  to  spend  more  money  on  UN  activities 
which  are  designed  to  resolve  disputes  and  less  money 
on  U.S.  military  defense.  He  reminded  the  Committee 
that  the  President’s  request  for  $100  million  to  help 
stabilize  the  whole  central  African  continent  is  infini¬ 
tesimal  when  compared  with  the  cost  of  other  military 
action.  “The  Second  World  War  cost  the  United  States 


CIVIL  DEFENSE  CHALLENfiED;  Nine  specialists 
from  Columliia  I  niversity  and  elsewhere  have  ex|)lore(l 
the  pros  and  eons  of  emharkiri"  on  a  massive  shelter 
program.  They  relea.sed  the  following  conclusions 
February  16: 

•  To  he  effective  in  a  nuclear  war.  shelters  must  protect 
the  urban  population  against  blast  and  heat  as  well  as 
fallout.  •  Constructing  such  shelters  for  120  million 
“non-comhatant”  vulnerable  Americans  would  oo»t  an 
estimaUMi  $254  to  $302  billion  and  necessitate  strict 
controls  over  American  socic:tv.  •  In  the  post-attack 
period,  survivors  would  suffer  many  hardships,  fhe 
F.  S.  industrial  system  would  be  dc'stroyed. 

•  A  shelter  program  may  “rculuce  our  will  to  find  a 
peac-eful  solution  .  .  .  and  convince  our  adversaries  that 
we  are  expecting — and  therefore  preparing  for — war.” — 
A  National  Shelter  Prop,rani,  F*.0.  Box  .577.  N.Y.  27,  25(‘ 
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TEST  BAN  MIXUP 

President  Kennedy  surprised  reporters  and  the  pubie 
at  his  February  7  news  conference  by  saying  the  United 
States  would  now  ask  for  inspection  against  prepara¬ 
tions  for  nuclear  testing  as  well  as  an  inspected  treaty 
against  explosions  of  nuclear  devices.  In  a  letter  to  The 
Washington  Post  on  February  9,  William  Foster,  head 
of  the  U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency, 
supported  the  President’s  move  and  seemed  to  argue 
for  resumption  of  atmospheric  tests.  At  his  next  news 
conference  February  14  the  President  withdrew  some¬ 
what  from  his  earlier  position. 

One  interpretation  of  these  events:  Inspection  for  test 
preparations  was  brought  in  by  the  President  to  head 
off  any  Russian  acceptance  of  a  treaty  along  the  lines 
of  the  September  3  Kennedy-Macmillan  proposal.  That 
proposal  sugested  a  ban  on  atmospheric  tests  inspected 
only  by  national  systems.  Part  of  the  recent  Soviet 
proposal  suggested  the  same  approach. 

The  United  States  might  still  sign  a  treaty  such  as  it 
proposed  last  April  which  included  inspection  stations 
in  the  United  States  and  the  U.S.S.R. 


CUBA;  ISOLATION  OR  RECONCILIATION? 

The  United  States  sent  a  21 -man  delegation  to  the  OAS 
Foreign  Ministers’  Conference  in  Punta  del  Este,  Uru¬ 
guay,  January  22-31,  to  press  for  economic  and  diplo¬ 
matic  sanctions  against  Cuba  if  Cuba  refused  to  break 
her  Communist  ties  within  60  days.  Senators  Morse, 
Ore.  and  Hickcnlooper,  Iowa,  Reps.  Selden,  Ala.,  and 
Merrow,  N.H.,  were  members  of  the  delegation.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  some  reports  the  U.S.  position  was  dictated 
in  part  by  fear  that  Congress  might  cut  Alliance  for 
Progress  funds  if  Latin  America  did  not  take  a  firm 
stand  against  Castro. 

After  bitter  and  prolonged  debate,  the  Foreign  Min¬ 
isters  agreed  to  oust  Cuba  from  the  OAS  because  Cuba’s 
“adherence  to  Marxism-Leninism  is  incompatible  with 
the  inter-American  system.”  They  also  voted  to  suspend 
all  arms  traffic  with  Havana.  No  agreement  was 
reached  on  a  U.S.  proposal  to  cut  off  trade  in  peaceful 
goods. 

After  the  Conference,  the  United  States  unilateralhi 
ended  all  imports  from  Cuba  on  the  grounds  that  it 
wants  to  keep  the  Castro  regime  from  earning  dollars 
for  subversion.  Two  high  ranking  officials  were  sent 
to  Paris  to  urge  NATO  allies  to  join  in  isolating  Cuba. 


t 


I 


The  United  States  might  ponder  Brazil’s  suggestion 
that  the  democracies  should  compete  with  communism 
for  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  Cuban  people. 


I 

I 

1 


WHAT  PROGRESS  TOWARD  EQUAL  RIGHTS?  I 

On  January  25,  Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike  Mans-  1 
field,  Mont.,  and  Minority  Leader  Everett  Dirksen,  111., 
introduced  an  Administration  bill,  S.  2750,  which 
would  prohibit  the  use  of  unfair  and  discriminatory 
literacy  tests  to  restrict  voting  in  Federal  elections. 
Senator  Mansfield  has  assured  civil  rights  proponents 
that  S.  2750  will  be  debated  within  60  to  90  days. 

On  the  House  side,  the  Education  and  Labor  Commit¬ 
tee  has  reported  a  Fair  Emplovnieiit  Practices  hill,  H.R. 
10144. 


Some  critics  question  whether  U.S.  pressure  for  joint 
action  against  Cuba  has  produced  positive  results.  It 
has  weakened  the  Organization  of  American  States  and 
caused  dissention  in  Latin  America. 

Within  Cuba  itself,  the  power  of  “old  line”  Communists 
seems  to  increase  as  outside  pressure  grows.  According 
to  Tad  Szulc  of  The  New  York  Times,  the  U.S.  “em¬ 
bargo  on  imports  from  Cuba  and  the  loss  of  a  part  of 
the  1962  sugar  harvest  because  of  the  drought  will 
deprive  Cuba  this  year  of  much  of  the  foreign  exchange 
desperately  needed  for  the  purchase  of  food  in  Europe 
and  Canada.” 


Many  civil  rights  proponents  point  out  that  legislation 
is  urgently  needed  to:  promote  school  dcsc«jr«‘j;ation 
in  some  2000  segregated  districts  and  protect  constiiu- 
tionul  rights.  They  have  called  upon  the  President  to 
support  these  proposals  and  honor  his  campaign  pledge 
to  end  racial  discrimination  in  Fcticrally  assisted 
housing. 

MEDICAL  CARE  FDR  .\GED.  The  President’s  1961  ' 
proposals  for  including  health  insurance  for  the  aged  ! 
in  the  social  security  system,  S.  909  and  H.R.  4222.  t 
are  still  languishing  in  the  House  Ways  and  Means  and  I 
Senate  Finance  Committees.  I 
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RIGHT  TO  READ  ENDANGERED 

The  postal  rate  increase  bill,  which  passed  the  House 
January  24,  would  prohibit  the  delivery  of  any  mail, 
domestic  or  foreign,  which  the  Attorney  General  deems 
to  be  “Communist  political  propaganda.”  A  move  to 
strike  this  provision  was  defeated  127  to  2.  H.R.  7927 
is  now  pending  before  the  Senate  Post  Office  and  Civil 
Service  Committee. 

The  amendment  would  reinstate  and  expand  an  earlier 
censorship  program  which  the  President  terminated  in 
1961  because  it  served  no  “useful”  purpose  and  hin¬ 
dered  cultural  exchanges. 

The  President  has  pointed  out  that  the  new  provision 
does  not  give  the  Attorney  General  “very  clear  guid¬ 
ance”  and  would  probably  result  in  reprisals  since 
world  mail  is  regulated  by  international  agreements. 

Last  year  Rep.  Francis  E.  Walter,  Pa.,  called  a  similar 
proposal  “obviously  unconstitutional.”  He  has  also 
pointed  out  that  the  United  States  gets  much  more 
than  it  gives  from  reciprocal  delivery  arrangements 
with  Communist  nations.  The  United  States  sent  2.5 
million  pounds  of  printed  matter  to  Communist  areas 
in  the  year  ended  March  31,  1961,  and  received  only 
1.6  million  pounds. 

“Are  we  so  scared,”  asked  the  Portland  Oregonian,  on 
February  1,  “that  we  cannot  tell  the  right  from  the 
wrong,  the  good  from  the  bad,  that  we  don’t  even  want 
to  meet  our  opponents  in  open  debate?” 

There  has  been  some  indication  that  the  Administra¬ 
tion  may  be  willing  to  accept  restrictions  on  “political 
propaganda”  in  order  to  get  an  increase  in  postal  rates. 
According  to  The  Washington  Post  of  January  27,  “no 
postage  rate  increase  can  be  worth  this  sacrifice  of  a 
fundamental  American  freedom.” 


^  You  may  wish  to  share  your  views  on  this  matter 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Post  Office  Committee, 
Senator  Olin  D.  Johnston,  and  your  own  Senators. 


ADMINISTRATION  PUSHES  WIRETAP  BILL 

Wiretapping  has  become  a  widely  used  technique  in 
the  United  States,  despite  the  fact  that  “interception 
and  divulgence”  of  phone  calls  is  prohibited  by  Federal 
law.  Many  Congressmen  have  sought  to  legalize  wire¬ 
tapping  by  State  officials.  The  Department  of  Justice 
is  pressing  for  enactment  of  S.  2813,  which  would: 

•  permit  the  Attorney  General  to  authorize  wiretap¬ 
ping  by  Federal  officers  to  find  evidence  of  espionage 
and  treason; 

•  permit  Federal  and  State  wiretapping,  under  court 
order,  for  crimes  involving  murder,  kidnapping,  ex¬ 
tortion,  bribery  and  narcotics.  Federal  wiretapping 
would  also  be  permitted  in  gambling  and  racketeer¬ 
ing  cases. 

According  to  the  Attorney  General,  S.  2813  would 
“clarify  the  law,  protect  the  privacy  of  our  citizens,  and 
give  law  enforcement  agencies  another  tool  ...  to  com¬ 
bat  subversive  activities  and  .  .  .  crime.” 

Civil  libertarians  say  that  wiretapping  violates  the 
spirit  of  the  Fourth  Amendment  which  guarantees 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures.  Wiretap¬ 
ping  invades  the  privacy  of  many  innocent  people.  This 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  almost  half  of  the  3,558 
telephones  tapped  by  New  York  City  police  in  1953-54 
were  public  phones. 

Last  year  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  de¬ 
manded  a  ban  on  wiretapping  because  wiretapping  and 
“electric  eavesdropping  seriously  invade  privacy  and 
endanger  liberty  ...  To  make  such  practices  lawful 
is  to  move  closer  toward  a  police  state  .  .  .” 

AID  TO  EDUCATION.  Colleges  seem  more  likely  to 
receive  increased  Federal  aid  this  year  than  elementary 
schools.  The  President’s  proposal  for  puhlir  school  con¬ 
struction  and  teachers’  salaries,  which  passed  the  Sen¬ 
ate  last  year,  is  buried  in  the  House  Rules  Committee, 
H.R.  7300.  A  five-year,  $1.5  billion  dollar  pro^am  of 
aid  for  public  and  private  college  construction  has 
passed  both  Houses,  H.R.  8900.  The  Senate  version 
contains  a  scholarship  provision  which  is  highly  con¬ 
troversial  and  may  be  dropped  in  conference. 


2. 
id 


WHAT’S  GOING  ON  IN  VIETNAM? 


‘‘The  United  States  is  now  involveil  in  an  undeelared 
war  ill  South  Vietnam,”  James  Rest  on  wrote  in  The 

\eu'  York  Times,  February  14. 

I  he  President  at  his  Feltruarv  14  press  eonferenee  told  a 
fpiestioner  that  guerrilla  warfare  against  the  South  Vietnam 
Government  has  become  ‘'more  intense”  in  recent  months. 
Conse(]uently  the  I  nited  States  has  iticreased  its  assistance 
and  1  .  S.  forces  in  the  area  have  been  instructed  to  fire 
hack  if  fired  upon. 

Little  additional  government  information  is  available.  News 
reports  indicate  that  I  .  S.  militar\  population  iti  South 
\  ietnam  has  jumped  iti  the  past  few  months  from  less  than 
l<H)0  to  nearly  .5000.  I  .  S.  personnel  are  airlifting  Viet¬ 


namese  troops  on  strikes  against  guerrillas,  carrying  out  air 
reconnaissance  mi.ssions  and  patrolling  the  Vietnamese  shore¬ 
line.  Several  American  helicopters  have  been  shot  down. 
Some  Americans  have  been  killed. 

Many  questions  ar<*  raised  by  lhes«*  events.  Can  Com¬ 
munism  be  eheekeil  in  Vietnam  by  IL  S.  support  for 
an  unpopular  regime?  Has  the  Uniteil  States  made 
enough  effort  to  solve  the  guerrilla  problem  within 
the  framework  of  the  Geneva  Aeeords  of  19.54?  Is 
the  United  States  harking  into  a  fiossihle  long-term 
war  in  Vietnam  without  the  speeilie  Congressional 
authorization  required  by  the  Constitution?  Is  there 
a  role  for  UN  observers  or  mediators  in  Vietnam? 
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Your  Voice  Is  Heard.  Western  Union  reported  a  “flood” 
of  telegrams  to  the  White  House  February  3  and  4  in 
the  joint  effort  of  many  citizens  to  communicate  to 
the  President  their  concern  about  resumption  of 
nuclear  weapons  tests.  Extra  help  was  put  on  by  the 
company  to  handle  the  influx.  Wires  came  into  the 
President’s  office  until  they  became  “unmanageable,” 
but  the  exact  number  of  telegrams  has  not  been  re¬ 
vealed  by  the  White  House. 


During  the  past  four  months  the  President  has  con¬ 
sistently  received  more  mail  on  nuclear  testing  than  on 
any  other  question.  It  usually  averages  1000  to  2000 
letters  and  cards  a  week,  “predominantly”  against  test¬ 
ing.  For  the  week  ending  February  15,  the  President 
received  approximately  2350  letters  and  cards  against 
resumption  of  testing,  70  in  favor.  On  disarmament, 
he  received  approximately  200  in  favor  and  four 
against.  The  President’s  mail  is  tabulated  every  Thurs¬ 
day  and  a  report  placed  on  his  desk  on  Friday.  For  the 
week  ending  February  9,  41%  of  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment’s  9,284  letters  concerned  nuclear  testing. 


The  strong  tide  of  mail  against  the  UN  is  beginning  to 
turn  as  more  letters  supporting  the  UN  come  in  to  the 
White  House  and  Congress.  But  some  Congressmen 
report  little  or  no  pro-UN  mail.  Keep  writing! 


Some  Interesting  Comparisons.  The  U.S.  Government 
has  printed  about  100,000  copies  of  the  latest  U.S.  dis¬ 
armament  proposals  in  a  pamphlet  called  “Freedom 
from  War.”  Some  have  been  distributed  free,  but  most 
sell  for  15(*.  About  25,000,000  free  copies  of  “Fallout 
Protection,”  the  Government’s  new  civil  defense  pam¬ 
phlet,  have  been  printed,  and  another  10,000,000  are 
on  order.  They  are  moving  very  slowly. 


The  State  Department  reportedly  spends  $1.5  million 
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a  year  on  “public  information,”  the  Department  of  De¬ 
fense,  $30  million. 


Friends  Witness.  A  Friends  Witness  for  World  Order 
will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  April  28  to  May  1. 
Participants  will  hold  silent  vigils  at  the  White  House 
and  State  Department.  An  effort  will  also  be  made  to 
express  to  Congressmen  concern  for  world  order  under 
a  strengthened  UN.  Persons  of  all  faiths  who  are  in 
sympathy  with  the  program  and  means  of  expression 
are  invited  to  join  this  Friends  Witness.  Write  FCNL 
for  further  information. 


Shelters  for  the  Shelterless.  The  Fellowship  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation  has  initiated  a  new  program.  Shelters  for 
the  Shelterless,  as  a  constructive  protest  against  the 
emphasis  on  fallout  shelters.  FOR  urges  Americans  to 
divert  the  money  which  fallout  shelters  would  cost  to 
helping  build  homes  for  needy  people  in  underdevel¬ 
oped  countries.  Donations  will  go  to  UN  and  other  self- 
help  housing  programs.  FOR’s  statements  reads,  in 
part:  “In  a  world  where  hundreds  of  millions  of  people 
do  not  even  have  deeent  housing  to  shelter  them 
against  wind,  rain  and  cold,  we  are  preparing  to  spend, 
as  a  nation,  billions  of  dollars  to  buy  housing  for  our¬ 
selves  which  we  plan  to  use  only  in  an  emergency,  and 
which  even  then  will  be  of  dubious  value  .  .  .”  For  more 
information,  write  to  FOR,  Box  271,  Nyack,  New  York. 


Art*  You  Interestetl  in  attending  the  14th  National  Civil 
Liberties  Clearing  House  Conference  in  Washington, 
March  29  and  30?  Write  FCNL  for  details. 


RECENT  I’LBIJCATIONS  OF  INTEREST 


Editors:  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Edward  F.  Snyder, 
Frances  Neely  and  Denise  O’Connor 


I 


First  Annual  Report  of  the  IL  S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarnia- 
iiient  Ageney,  House  Doc.  326.  Ask  your  Congressman  for  it. 

Eeononiie  Imparts  of  Disarmament,  Emile  Benoit,  Panel  (iliair- 
man.  'S'rite  Public  Affairs  Advisor,  ACDA.  >X'ashington  2.5,  I).  C. 

The  Shelter-Centered  Stieiety,  .Xrthur  Waskow;  Report  of  (’onfer- 
ence  of  social  scientists.  Peace  Research  Institute,  1329  Eighteenth 
.Street,  N.W.,  Washington  6,  I).C.,  .S.SC. 

The  Limits  of  Defense,  Arthur  Waskow,  Douhleday,  $2.95. 

Capital  Punishment,  James  .Xvery  Joyce.  Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons. 
18  East  Eorty-first  Street,  New  Xork  17,  N.Y..  $5.00. 

FCNL  Poliev  Statements  on  Civil  Defense  and  Earm  Labor. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  legisiation 


Washin^on  Newsletter  Service  — 


is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 


FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Lpon  re(|uest.  FC.NL  .ACTION  bulletins  on  foreign  and 
domestic  legislative  issues; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00.  $4..50  abroad.  ($5.00  to  residents  of 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation.  .Address:  5132  South  Woodlawn  .Avenue,  Chicago  15, 
Illinois.)  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  not  dcductihlf  for  income  tax  purposes) 


)  Please  Pkint) 


